APPENDIX IV

[MESSAGE OF WELCOME AT A TEA PARTY IN HONOUR OF SIR

S. RADHAKRISHNAN BY DR   CHU  CfflA-HUA,   PRESIDENT OF
THE ACADEMIA SINICA (10-5-1944)]

We have the great honour and pleasure of welcoming
Sir S. Radhakrishnan who has come to this country. Sir S.
Radhakrishnan is not only a great authority on philosophy in
India, but also a world-famous scholar. He is not only a great
authority on Indian philosophy and religion, but also a first class
scholar of eastern and western thought as well. At the same
time he is a close student of international politics.

(After giving details of his academic career and attainments,
he continued):

The cultural relation between India and this country has a
long history of several thousand years ; particularly in the field
of philosophy and religion, we had owed much to our great
neighbour, India. Since Matanga and Gobharana, there had
been such great numbers of learned monks of India coming to
China from time to time that no history record would be complete
on the events. They were all respected by their contemporaries,
and were able to hand the light of wisdom down to eternity.
They set good examples for the literati, and acted as the people's
teachers. There were many Buddhist texts translated from
Sanskrit into Chinese by those eminent Indian monks. Chinese
monks who came to India to search for truth were innumerable.
The records of travels of Fa-Hian and Hiuan-Tsang fill up the
gaps on Indian history. Of those noble monks leaving Chang-an
to seek after the Buddhist truth, not ten in the hundred were so
lucky as to be able to reach India, and those that could return
still less. Yet in spite of this, the cultural intercourse between
these two nations was not at all hindered. Translations of Buddhist
writings into Chinese in this period reached the high figure of
over ten thousand volumes. Besides, innumerable books on
science and medicine, on art and literature, had been also rendered
into Chinese.

As we know, the flourishing periods of the dynasties of Han
and Tang were the golden ages in Chinese history. In fact,
Indian culture began to penetrate into this country during the
Han dynasty and the fusion of Indian culture with Chinese culture